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COMMITTEE REP ORT
A New Model for the Annual Dinner.

I n the |l ast year or two the High Pave
gradual transformation. Apart from a general increadbe average age of the membership
there are now fewer members living in the region around Nottingham within access of o
social events. This has meant that attendances at two our principal gatherings have decli
somewhat, since some of the older falle less inclined to drive in the dark, especially those
making this pilgrimage from distant locations.

The committee pondered over this problem at its recent meeting and would like 1
improve the participation rate at our main functions by putting fahwas proposition:

We suggest that Our Reunion Dinner should be tried out as a daytime meeting with t
following advantages:

a) Available venues possessing dedicated function rooms will be more suited to tr
expected number of guests.

b) The meal prices will & lower than those available in the evenings.

c) Travel will be possible in daylight conditions.

d) Everybody will feel fresher and better able to enjoy the occasion (something @
which is readily withessed at our popular pub lunches).

This year is the thirtieth year of our existence as a Society and it would seem appropri
to mark the occasion by holdingGelebration Anniversary Luncheon with an enjoyable
meal together in a distinguished and elegant venue, maybe with a littleiamertaor other
activity to follow.

Our Christmas Lunches have sefj@d precedent for this anddet committee would
welcome any brilliant ideas you might have whether or not those ideas chime with the abo
suggestions. Feel Free!!!

Colin Salsbury hagolunteered to field email replies @ilin.salsbury@outlook.cormr
by post to 116 Leicester Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 2AQ.

Act now!

EDITORIAL
Sir Ken Olisa Receiveslocal Award
We were pleased to hear that our distinguished member, Ken Olisa, has been awardec
honorary doctorate from Nottingham Trent University. We would like to add our
congratulations to the many he has received on his award.
Reunions
John Barlowhas been put in touch withavid Widdowson(seeour last issug mainly
due to the offices of Graham Wybrow, who was acquainted with both of them when at scho
Since then we have received the following message vid the | wdbgted s
OMy name is David Oldfield and | attend
from 1953 t01958. | would like to get in contact with my old friend David Esden. We both live
on Bestwood Estate and | last saw him at Goose Fair in 1958ve Esderis not a Society
member but we have corresponded with him in the past.a¥e therefore been ablegend
him the details of the enquigndhopethe connection will be similarly successful
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HIGH PAVEMENT i A HISTORIC RENEWAL? A report from the Committee

As members will perhaps recall, several times in past issuéseofPaviorwe have
mentioned that the Society is the custodian of a large collection of trophies inherited from tl
former grammar school. Many of these are inherently valuablelbauck gart of the heritage
of the institution known as High Pavement. We adopted our duty of care some consideral
time after the dissolution of the grammar school system and the development of tt
comprehensive system of secondary education. The nawdadt grammar school had re
invented itself as the High Pavement Sixth Form College (now retitled the High Paveme
Sixth Form Centre) and moved to new premises in Chaucer Street near the city centre. On
its principal roles is the provision of-lveland similar courses for city students.

The changed character of the institution meant that the trophies were unrelated to
activities and we were approached to ofiesolution. The trophies hawehistorical value as
well as a monetary one and oumuaittee always felt they should be put on display for the
benefit of the Centreds users, many of w
school . At one time a display <cabinet w
management éered a fluid phase with many staff changes, so that it was difficult to achievi
a concrete outcome for the proposal éwhi c

The more valuable and historic trophies have now been carefully restored to the
original splendour. The camttee have taken the bull by the horns and want to commission &
larger and more ambitious display cabinet to their own design, incorporating the necess:
security featuresThe current design is shown but modifications may be incorporated.

The Sixth FormCentre hasindertaken to promote the history of its forerunner and is
ready to arrange the siting of the cabinet in its refurbished entranceofqyerhaps in a more
ﬁﬂ N secure areaOther material willalsobe on display,

- T } including a more promimg acknowledgement of the
, 77 Z work of Old Pavioy Dr Louis Essen, inventor of the
| 7, " |worldoéos first effective
7 7, wi || be on view of t he

1 | annual Awards for Excellence (made to the male and
the female achieverd the highest marks in the-A
level examinations).

R -l i The current proposal is for a cahtitike that
0 - shown A full quotation of £2,270 has been received
for this specific design. However, issues of siting and security are still under consideratic
There are still hurdles to be overae, notably raisingthe money.h e Soci et yo6s
mainly by membersdé subscriptions, are on|
as the production and distribution of the Pavior newsletter todatklwide readership, plus

all the usual costs engendered by a society of this type.

When a design lsbeenfinaliseda Subscription List might be opened for mensludr
the Society to make donations if they feel interested in the project (plus donadionstirer
benevolent bdieg. Our president has already offered a generous donation of £1n0H@s
way we may be able to meet the outlay on what couldrhesaworthwhile project. Further
details will appear in the May issue Biie Pavior The Committee invites correspondence
from the membership onany aspecbf this important (to us) topic. It can be sent to the
editor (address ongye 2)who will put it before the committee for discussion.
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HIGH PAVEMENT SOCIETY PRIZES FOR 2018

Last year, due to theg@blems with further reorganisation at High Pavement Sixth Form
Centre, we were unable to present the four prizes which we make annually to the hi
performers among the student body at the High Pavement Sixth Form.Géese are based
on their Alevel examination resultdHowever, the Centre has been able to keep track of the
winners and have now notified the Society.

Their namegwhich are selected by the tutors at the Cemtrbehalf of the Societ@re
as follows:

The Stanley Middleton Award for Literature:

to Filsan Hirmoge.

The High Pavement Society Award for Excellence to the best female student:
to Cosmina Stanciu

The High Pavement Society Award for Excellence to the best male student:
to Khaled Zoubiri .

The Ken Bateman Award for Engineering:
alsoto Khaled Zoubiri.

The Society would like to offer itsongratulations to these studerdf of whom have now
taken up their places at Universityormally they would have received their awards before
doing soHowever,we understand that two out of the three named alwdlvée able respond
to the invitation to thenformal presentation ceremongt a receptiono be heldon Thursday
25" April at the High Pavement Sixth Form Centre We will obtainphotograpbto display
in our next issue

The modest prizes we are happy to award to these distinguished students of the Si
Form Centre are a matter of some pride to the members of the Stiaetyoped that in the
autumn when the next awards are due we shall meteethe nomal timetable and ensure that
ouruseful prizes are presented to the recipients in good timsassising themto commence
the next stage of their education on a sound financial footing.
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A Welcometo Our New Members

The Society bids warm if ratherbelated welcome to the following new membets
have joined ouranksduring the past few months:

John Barlow Dorset HP 195966 Trent House
Brian Collyer Nottingham HP 194853 Trent House
Andrew Irons SaudiArabia HP 197279 Forest House

These names have now been added to our upifsership List. Any member requiring
a copy can receive it by email via the editor. If yourasedigitally equippeddrop the editor
a line and he will post you a copy (adssen p.2).



FROM OUR READERS

FROM ROY TAYLOR
Dear Editor, Despite my agng limbs and mind (which have recently prompted my move to
the proximity of family), my memory is always stimulated by the receipt of The Pavior. This
combined with your continugllea for copy, has persuaded me to pen a few thoughts on thos
wonderful school days, 19344.

Although it was the sporting side which brought most pleasure, the compulsory cros
country running was not part of that, though | note in a recent letterJobim Lonsborough
(afellow classmatdjeact ual |y enjoyed Ajogging arour
competitive for coming 75th out of 150 runners was not my idea of success or enjoyment.

| subsequently blamed my father for this poor showing.ughde had probably never
runacrossc ount ry r adaeke hiet aaavd ys eidn aeahtee emedawhény
the others are tired from runningoto f a st ear | y oTme troyble with thatc e
method at Strelley was you found yoursglfeuing to get through the gate at the top of the
field, and by the time you were on the lane the leaders were-hale ahead.

Eventually | recognised the system was flawed, and so decided to adopt the oppos
strategy: run hard at the start across$ thgby field. And yes, it workedinitially. On the lane
| was up with the leaders, and by the time we were running along the canal | was with t
leader some 100 yards in front of the next group. | visualised glory.

Alas, 2 miles further on and withrile still to go, 16 h i t t, dmyelegwsaited wp
and | was reduced to a pathetic shuffle. There was no semblance of sympathy from my fell
runners as they passed in their droves and | eventually finished in 105th place. Needles:
say, | reverted tony original system in subsequent races.

However | do also recall being extremely worried at the time for | did not
understand what had happened to me. My legs were as stiff as planks. Was it rigor mort
How would | bike home? | mention this p&ost one pupildid know what it was andid know
what to do: he vigorously massaged my thighs and calves and got me moving again. H
name:Ray Caulton. We all know what a great sportsman and great school captain he becat

| cannot end with a descriptiaf failure, so | must mention a sport where | did have
greater measure of succesgjby. Indeed | might have claim to be currently unique in one
particular. | may be the only person now alive who has played as centrgtiareer (for the
Old Paviors)when we had as wing thregiarter a European Sprint Champion and Olympic
Silver Medallist.

That of course was the great Jack Archer. Jack, along with several other Old Pavio
played rugby for Notts but only for very important matéhesd they did not cne more
important than the Boxing Day fixture against the Old Nottinghamians! So they would all b
recalled to their Alma Mater for the big match. (Here | must add that it was not always easy
adapt to a wing threguarter whose acceleration and speekeVB@% greater than that of your
customary colleagues.)

Anyway, if anyone knows of anyone still living who played with Jack, pleaseot
write and say so, for | st Wihlregardsk Roy Taglor b o

(whom we all r éEde mb
(Repton, Derbyshire)




FROM COLIN CRAIB
Dear Colin, | write regarding one of the two photos of mine which you ptblisin the last
Pavior magazinenlthe one that is a newspaper cutting Lance Wright has identified those i
the photo. However, instead of me he hasngly given the name of my younger brother,
Alistair. This is a very minor point bdi@dmily pride is at stake
My brother is 4 years younger than me and did also represent the school at rugby.
Kind regards, Colin Craib

& Just to put things
right we offer a second
look at the valiant
group:

Lord Luke (right) chatting
with members of High
Pavement Grammar
School Rugby Team,
when he opened the
Nottingham Co-operative
Society sports ground.

Colin Craib asserts that
Lance Wright is at the
front left. Lance confirms
this and offers the
following names

L to R: J Higginbottom,
Lance Wright,

Terry Coombes,

? Jackson,

Brian Page,

Colin Craib,- OK?

Mike Wright,

Dewi Tidno Williams

€ and another sporting piralso from Colin Caib

Eirst Year Rugby
My brotherand fellow

member  of  the
Society,Alistair Craib
also representd the
school at rugbyln this
photo, which he
supplied he is with
the rest ofthe 1st year
rugby XV in, | think,
1956 (in the middle
with the ball)
ColinCraib
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FROM JOHN BARLOW
[John Barlow has recently joined our Society after suecessfully re@inited him withhis
schoolmée David Widdowson. He then responded to the usual editorial appeal for copy t
interest the readers dthe Paviowith a veritable torrent of reminiscenck has been divided
into two instalments of which thesnd will appear in our Mag019 issueEd\]
School life at High Pavement 1

| started at High Pavement in 1959, making the short move from Henry Whipple Junic
School on Padstow Road, Bestwood Estate. | was allocated to Trent house as my elder col
Jmmy Wakelin, had been a member. | think the house master was Mr Ormanroyd, ¢
authoritative figure indeed but widely liked. | remember being overwhelmed by the idea c
moving around this huge school from lesson to lesson, being taught by such a vaeepief

The headmaster was Mr Davies, with the legendary Mr Train as his défmityas
famous for saying 61 héadgetooaluy! 6nA tweadh
reputation was Mr Carlisle, who gave out incredible numbers of linese(etieral hundreds)
for any misdemeanours. He was also reputed to be an excellent shot with the blackbo
cleaning block.

Those early days are very blurred, apart from one incident when a second year, rejoici
in the totally inappropriate nickname of Agigpoured the entire contents of my individual
mi |l k bottl e (ye sspinthatle & mariing breald ovar mg mead| |

| have a feeling that the first year intake was not streamed in any way, with all abilitie
and aptitudes being taught &ber. However, this situation changed at the second and
subsequent years when we were separated into 5 classes, e.g. 2L (those deemed recept
Latin), Science 2A and B, and Modern 2A and B. For whatever reason, | went into 2L for tf
second year antias began my short and unhappy association with Latin. Our teacher was M
Wilson, whose catcbh hr ase was 0Be bol d, be bol d,
successful teaching, | can still go through the verb amare (to love): amo, amas, amat, aman
amatis, amant and remember all the cases of bellum (war).

Probably in the second year, an incident occurred that made such a profound effect t
it remains in my memory today. We were in a history lesson on a very warm day, with tf
windows open and we we allowed to take off our blazers. The scene was the history room
on the second floor of the main block, and the teacher was Mr Gardener, a very burly fellc
with a bit of a temper. One of the pupils, whom we shall call Dennis, had been reprimandec
cowple of times for chattering, but continued to misbehave. Without warning, the teache
grabbed the miscreant by the braces, picked him up and dangled him out of the window.
proceeded to bounce the unfortunate Dennis a couple of times (rememberingstiaatsth
nearly 20 ft above the ground) before drawing him back into the room. Needless to say, you
Dennis was ashefaced and never made another peep.

Does anyone remember the tuck shop? It was in one of the old wooden buildin
adjacent to the scientdock, formerly used in the infant school which was on the site before
HP moved in. At morning break there would be a mad dash to join the queue for the tota
inadequate number of delicious bread rolls, known as cobs, on sale. If | recall correeily, a pl
cob was 3d whereas one with butter and cheese was 4d. The smell of these was amazing
all were sold in a few moments. For some reason the tuck shop closed round about the en
my second year, never to reopen.




Back to my schoolingas year 3 progssed it became more and more apparent that |
was unsuited to Latin. At that time, it was essential to halevé@ Latin for application to
either Oxford or Cambridge universities, but as this was way beyond my aspirations or abilit
| decidedtodropthe ubj ect . The alternative was Ger
Domed because of his, by -ewebtandérdawitidn tiwvogears )
but due to his excellent teaching this was achieved. We also had the opportunity at this pc
to declare our intention to stay on into the sixth form and therefore to avoid takewglOn
the three subjects that we would take aexel. This seemed rather strange, but the theory
was that we could press on with thdedel syllabus to give ouedves more time, and hence a
better chance of good grades aleAel.

My memories of the sixth form are somewhat clearer as we were studying a small
number of subjects and hence had fewer teachers. We were lucky to have Mr Preston
Chemistry. He wasraold boy of HP and had recently been appointed after graduation fron
Cambridge (?) We covered the syllabus many times and our preparation for the examinati
was very thorough. Physics was with Mr Thrasher (what a wonderful name for a teache
nearingre i r ement and with a wonderfully dry
hardly be described as Ol ympiand was one
of the many Mr Smiths, ours was known as Young Ted, due to his relative youth). H
habitually wore a checked sports coat, on which pupils would often play noughts and crosse

My years at Hmhow came to an end and | left to reatamistry at the University of
Leeds. My friend Mick Brammer, immeasurably more gifted academically tharvwrier,
also went to Leeds, to redtbchemistry and ultimately to becme a f ul | Prof
College. My other good friend, Dave Widdowson, went to Newcastle to read microbiology
but we lost touch.

One incident remains in my otherwise failingmmory. Right at the end, | believe it was
the final assembly, a sixth former had sneaked in a starting pistol and fired it several times
the end of proceedings! It was remarkable then but can you imagine the furore if that were
happen today?

| stayel at Leeds to complete a PhD in the Procter Department of Leather Scienc
before starting a career in the leather industry. However, by 1997 | had become disillusion
with my managemeirole, andthe relentless compgbn from developing countries.made
a career change at the age of 49 and went back to my origindl fogeailway!

| became a signalman here in Somerset, spending the last 15 years of my working car
at the lovely little station ofemplecombe. | carried out signalling duties (twarts per hour,
so hardly stressful) but also sold tickets and kept the station clean and tidy. This ended in 2(
when all the signal boxes on the whole line were closed, with a central box at Basingsto
taking over. | elected for redundancy rather tapply for aposition in the new facility. \Wo
would do otherwise at the age of 647?

We live very close to my old station and are heavily involved with looking after sever
grandchildren. Nevertheless, without fail, | check my watch when a train comestthoaae
if it is on time.

editor)if you were at HP during my time. John Barlow

00000
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H P HISTORICAL MATTER Si 1. Maggie Varley
[Graham Wybrowhas been dealing with an enquiry from @rrespondenin New
Zealand who made contacia our websiteMr John Chesterhad discovered thelP
prize award records for his grandmother, named Maggie Vaviéyp had been a pupi
at High Pavement School back the 19" century, and had emigrated to New Zeala

before the 19148 war.Mr Chester thoughtfulle nc |l osed -bfagedcll|

e i
After some diligent research GVedisent these results:
Thereor d i s in the fGener alSciReRchoslforel89D0Gfo tan
gives the following information:

No. [ie Register Entry NOJ 730

Name: Varley Maggie

Age Last Birthday: 14

Date of Entering School: Oct 711893

Dateof Leaving School: -

Address: 62 Belvoir Crescenin the Sneinton area)

F a t hoecupatsn Insurance AgentFf 6 &#énotes Fatheros occ!
Usual Signature (of Student): Maggie Varley(in beautiful copperplate)

[GW also suppliednformation about the old school in High Pavemeéwbttingham(which we used in an
earlier issu@. He draws attentiontb he use of sghBdtileethoagh for girlsithist adbnemeant
6domest i c \wasgratfiaddceréceive tBddllowing acknowledgement

Hi Graham, that certainly is of interest to me. Thank you very much for your detailed information about m
grandmother. My interest in my family history is growing to the extent that | may make my way over to yo
part of the wold later this year. If | do, it would be great to meet and buy you a coffee, or something stronge
Best regards and thanks agailghn Chestet
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HISTORICAL MATTERS i 2.The Thoroton Socigy

Graham Wybrow writes:

lrecently acquiTrandcai onpyodbft hHoeIP&OTr ot
was not surprised to see the name K. S. S. Train A.R.C.S., F.S.A prominently listed. He w
named as Honorary Secretary of the Society, Chairman of éhariitee of the Records
Section and Member of 2 Committeglso listed was a G. dfield, A.M.I.T.A., well-known
local historian/author and late member of our Society.

However, | was a little more surprised to see, in the List of Members, thehhigime
Pavement School, Gainsford Crescent, Bestwood Estate, Bulwell, Nottingham.It was
one of only si x ostedingudinghreeathemdehaotsnamedy dNottingham
Hi gh School for Boys, St Cat herinebs Gr
Grammar School for Boys (Mansfield).

[Were you involved, anybody? Let us kridud |
00000

THE HIGH PAVEMENT SOCIETY TIE T AGAIN!

At last the committee feel able to go ahead and arrange for the purchas
of a small stock of Society Ties. Because of their exclusive designmilngt
be made to order with a minimum requirement of 36 ties. We are quite read
to do thisif we can be are that we can sell most, if not allpf themto our
members We have now received pledges for some 23 ties at a cost of

£10 + £1.50 p&p
If you were one of those who sent in their names we now need to receive yol
cheques for the appropriate amount. Please send your doefd&.50made
out toThe High Pavement Societymarkedo HP T i e dpthe badk)a s e
to the treasurer
Robin Taylor, 190Kenrick Road, Mapperley, Nottm NG3 6EX
(NB your cheque will not be presented to the bank until your tie is dispatched.)

If more members would like to obtain a tie and look as smart as all those others, please le

know bycontacting the Project Leader:

John Mason,22 Arnold Smith House,Bridge Street, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics
LE12 9AD (or j.mason.144@uwclub.net

00000

Notice
0 WE LWREMEMBER THEM 6
Pleasenote that the above publication sponsored by the Society and compiled by Peter Fos
is now subject to an increased charg€&b0for postage and packing. If you wish to order a
copy in this way please ensure your cheque is for £13.50.

00000
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LOUDON MERRY
A Talented Pianist from High Pavement School
[Loudon Merry atteded High Pavement Schaal the 1930s and later began a promising
career as a concert pianist/nfortunately hesuccumbkedto health waknesses which brought
about atragic terminationto his succesp
Loudon Merry attended HP from 1932 to 1939 and was a competent pianist fc

much of this time, ultimately accompanying the hymn singing in morning assembly, like man
other talented Paviors (Partington and Bond come to mind). In the sclagalzine (our
forebear) for July 1937 he wrote a scholarly article on
Ol mitation and Originalityo

His education progressed at University College
Nottingham (now the university) where he obtained an
honours degree inlanguages, and also became the
enterprising editor of t he
making contributions on musical and other subjects. It was
at this time that he made a decision to become a professiona
musician. He followedhis with a period of stug under the
concert pianist, Cyril Smith.

During WW2 he was unable to enter the armed
services due to his affliction with asthma but he became an
Arts Council performing artist and made a contributioti
his concerts to entertain troops.

He studied fuher under Herbert Fryerwho
specialised in tutoring emerging concert pianiatsl made his debut recital at the Wigmore
Hall in London. One noted commentator described himthénaas pi ani st of u

In 1946 Loudon Merry played with the Looid Symphony Orchestra conducted by
Basil Cameron. His rendering of the Schumann Concerto in A Major earning the comment:

0 é& happy choice for a pianist of his poetic temperament. As an exponent of the wat
romanticism of this lovely work he is completedyisfying and the ovation he received from
the | arge audience was no more than his

He was to earn many such accolades in his career.

Other performances followed, including popular programmes of classical music on th
BBC. Thefuture looked bright. However, his asthma required regular treatment which, at th:
time had serious side effects leading ultimately to the renal failure from which he died in 195
only just turned 32 years old. The world of music had lost an illustped®rmer of great
merit.

High Pavement should indeed be proud of Loudon Merry.

[This narrative ha beenbased on material graciously made availablebnElisabeth Merry,
Loudon Merryodés niece, to iWHljom we extent
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