The Newsletter
of
The High Pavement Society
(Founded 1989)

May 2015




Your Committee
The Committee Members listed below are always delighted to talk to you on
any matteii particularly if you have aontribution to make to this publication!

President: George Taylor Esq
[0115 927847h
Committee ChairKen Kirk 0115 9568650
Deputy Chairmandohn Elliott0115 9266475
SecretaryNoel Gubbins 0115 9756998
TreasurerRobin Taylor 0115 9609483
(robinatnottm@aol.coin

Registrar/editarColin Salsbury 01509 558764
Archivist: Lance Wright 01636 815675
Committee Members

Barry Davys 0115 9260092

Tony Humphreys 0119284577

Marcus Pegg 0115 9216548

John EMason01509 768578

Copy forThe Paviormay be sent to
Colin SalsburyColin.Salsbury@outlook.com
(Please note new email addness
116 Leicester Road,oughborough, Leics. LE11 2AQ
The HP Societyvebsite address: www.highpavementsociety.org.uk

Faces to Rmember

John Geoffrey Graham
History M aster at High Pavement
193067



mailto:robinatnottm@aol.com
mailto:Colin.Salsbury@outlook.com
http://www.highpavementsociety.org.uk/

COMMITTEE -MEN& COLUMN

[The Comment Columroriginally written by our founder and former President, &
Arnold Brown has a new titleMore recetly it has been penned by members of the Sdsiety
committeavho have provided contributisiof a more general naturbence the chang&.our
Editor is once mae your scribeéhough the ther colleagueswill contribute from time to timg

You donot deserve good school
The renovation at great expense of the old Stanley Road buildingelasnecessario
accommodate the ever expanding community of our friends at Forest Fields Primary Sche
and has been extensively reported in these pages. Those of us who used the buildings ir
1930s and 1940s well remember just how inadequate they had become ordgleoning
grammar school of those days. The buildings were bursting at the,sg#msvery square
foot put to use for a population of 8%oys and their mentors in structures originally built for
half that numberWooden huts had been erected in thevded site to extend classroom
accommodation and eventually a {fabricated laboratory was added.

The whole premises were careworn (remember those steps and the hall floor?) and m
of the furniture needed replacement although the school workshopsnpexif sterling work
repairing the ravages of time and vigorous usage. Toilet accommodation was abysmal.

GJR Potter, the Head, had been campaigning for improvement almost since he came
the school and had received encouragement when the Board of Edutagio i ns pec
passed adverse comment on the state of the school buil8lagshis pleas were falling upon
deaf ears antlenry Whipplethe Director of Educatio(ho less)speaking in jest at the prize
giving in 1936 said the scho6lh a d n o tits neve uiklingbecause t hadnot
t hemo

The editor of The Paviqwho he?Yyesponded thudNow, really, Mr Whipple, this will
not do. If the school has remained silent, it is because walls have mouths and stones sp
with tongues. What need should there be of speech when that monument of brick with
satellite huts in Stanley Road bears satdguent withess3trong stuff indeedHowever, the
head al ways had to take somhesaid tlefdelay wagossdhimp |
6nobodyds faultd. Maybe the new building

Alas, in the Pavior for March 193¥ir Potterventured to remark his column almost
in despair For at least sixteen years the question of a new building for this sbiaedbeen
under discusion, yet nothing has been donespite of pressure from the Board of Education
(now theDepartment of Education). Why? For one reason, because in tlyish€re is very
little enthusiasm for Secondary (igrammar school levgkeducation Among the parents, old
boys and a few othemgho know what a differendzet makes t o aorlie@ydd s
his material prospects, yes; beyond that, nothing at all.

Then came the war years when development stoppedfterwardsnot much had
changed. Finally Mr Potter, at the last Speech Day before his departl®d7to pastures
new, let rip athe | ocal council 6s publighy veicetl thebitter o u
frustrations he had experience over the years

OHeadmast er !Olas thdheadline next dag in tRettingham JournalBut
It was water off a dulekdusation €amknittee,dValtehHalls C
Although he was presentper et ended t hat he hadndét hear

It took another eight years before the new school at Bestwood was ready for occupati
by thedCinderella ofEducation inNott i n g hAasomnrg tale, indeed. CS
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PETER WARD
We regret to announce the death of our member Peter Ward-4¥94vho died on Februaly
14" 2015. We sendur sincere condolences to his family in their loss.

00000

A LOOK BACK TO THE 1950s
(Two excerptsrom the pages of the Pavior MagaZziféday 1959
The Old Paviors- Old Manning (London) Society

This august body was apparently in tenuous existence itdb@s and struggled to
bring together the various old pupils of HP and the Manning Sakbolhad proceeded to
careers or other activities which took them to the London area. There had always been a f;
attraction displayed between the two school conitiamin Nottingham and when Harry
Davies became head at HP he sought to regularise and encourage suitable liaison betv
themHi s Joint Sixth Form Soci ety hedbovesoaety f
sought to continue this traditiamorg former pupils living and working in the London area
although the catchment was much wider.

Unfortunatelythe article carrieao mention of th@ames andortunes of any Manning
Old Girls but dist wasgiven of formeHHigh Pavemenp upi | s O Lo nal dhklish b o
also included two former members of staff of High Pavement during the 1940s who had mov
to posts as headmasters of their own schiaats near London

They were Mr WE Morris and Mr L Dawson, both chemistry teachers as it hapfiens.
Dawson (66L& st ood really'y becammeshfad ddawes DoarmShoolrin
West Wickham, Kent and Bill Morris was head of the John CorAsethool inManor Park,
East London.

Many names on the long listere studyingat institutions of London University oat
Londonteaching hospitalfOne person howevedRobin Barbed on leave from Saruirst, is
report ed ptogpedhue by sagiausiparts of London after recovering feoapot of
bot her with a parachute jump! 6

The Dog and Bear Boat Club

On the same page #% reoort from the HPManning group mentioned abovds a
further report also bearing the same contact addressomdon concernedvith the sport of
rowing. (Theclubtitle was obliquely described as relatingthe Nottingham pub of that name,
now Whittards coffee emporiumhd connection is not explainegkcept to recognise its
popularity with the Old Paviors Rugby CLy4 list follows of some thirteen rowergether
with their rowing clubs and eventsho had followed the sport with enthusiasm.

The decl ar ed ai m-oaihatetfutue acvitiesof Old ®aviors mews c
throughout the countd(my italicsi Ed.). The idea was apparently to form an Old Paviors
Rowing Club which could offer faciliteefor crews to row under the O.P. colours.

Is anyone among our readerslaiple torecall either of these bodies atedl us what
happened to them?

16 J &Coknwell was anavalhero who died from wounds sustained in the Battle of Jutland when only 16. He was awarded a
posthumous VC. He came from East London where his memory is celetfrated and the school (which he attended) was later
named after himThey obviously knew how to pick a good headmaster.
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FROM OUR READERS
FROM TONY HUSBANDS
Paviors Get Everywhere

| have been tempted tarite this short accourof meeting a fellow Old Pawaunder
somewhat unusual circumstances. At the time | was working for a scientific instrumer
company in Cambridge which had a thriving export business. | was employed as :
applications chemist whicmvolved me with all aspects of working with modern analytical
instruments. The position also included some overseas travalppord of the export
departmentl should perhaps add that the meeting happened gearg ago at the height of
the Cold War.

We used to organgdwhistle sto@sales tours throughout eastern and central Europe.
These trips typically started in late August and carried on until Decemf&oaered most of
the nearest Iron @tain countries including PolantUnfortunately on this occasion | had
drawn the short straw and as a result | had to carry out the final leg of the journey whi
included travelling to Warsavizdansk and Szczecin. | said that | had drawn the short straw
becausdy now the date was lateoMembey possibly early Decembgand in the middle of a

Polish winter. The temperature svdown
@ to minus 10C with a strong wind as well
¥4 as considerable amounts of snow. In
summary therefore this took place at a time
of year and in an era where tourismswa
virtually unknown. It is certainly true to say
@ you didrd travel to the Baltic &a in winter
unless you had to.

We were eatig our dinner in a
restaurant ini{ my fading memory serves
=3 me correctly Gdansk but it could have
| been inGdynia. The weather outside was
: 5 i | very cold and snowy ange thought that
we were probably the only Engllsh people for many miles. Imagine our surprise when the he
waiter approached us and said that there were a number of English people wishing to ea
the restaurant and would we mind if they joined us. We were of course delighted to welcor
them.

| started talking to the person opposite only to find out he came from Nottingham. |
transpired that he lived in an area of Nottingham that was not far from High Pavement. Furtt
conversation revealed that we had been at High Pavement at the sameetiappatently
worked for a company that was involved in hosiery machinery. They were obviously anoth
organisation thatlsosold goods behind the Iroru@ain.

Unfortunately | cannot remember the name of this matnif perchance he reads this
article al | can say that it was gaeto meet a fellow Pavion such unusual circumstances.

My interest in analytical chemistry could probably be traced back to chemistry lessor
from Mr Crossland (ie.dCrod) leading indirectly to myraveling extensively behd both the
Iron and Bamboo @rtains duing this period of my life.

(My sonbecame convinckthat | was a spy in disguige!

Gdansk in winter %

Tony Husbands
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FROM BARRIE STARBUCK

As a relatively new member | have spent some time trying to measure the waveleng
of The Paviorin order to offer a contribution. Names and nostalgia are clearly central and
realised that for a rather unusual reason, y imave retained an abowawerage number of
names of contemporaries, which | should perhaps feed into the system.

| left Stanley Road in 1950, a comparative unknown, and so | remained throughout a f
from illustrious industrial career. My greatest edumadi achievement was as a letegm
Register Monitor much less messy than milk and blackboaofithe General stream during
194550, and | was still able to recite the entire class register well into my sixties.

I will now reattempt this partpiece asan octogenarian, and perhaps elicit a few
guestions and responses from fellow readérear that the list is no longer complete, and
might even have become interbred with the guard detail of a certain unit outside Ismailia
1955!

Benson, Boot, Botha, Brearley Brown, Byrne,Culley, Davies, Deacon, Disney,
Dobson, Farrell, Fletchelfreeman, GooglGrace, Mclean, PaiRoweth Spencer, Starbuck,
Temple, Waggyaplington

Other names | recall from the same 1945 intake, who may also be part of this regist
were Geoffrey Wood, Phillip Claxton, Raymond Nutt, tRattenburytwins, and Mick
Husbands, but they could well have been science or clagsiiehs to whom we occasimally
spoke. Barrie Starbuck

o0o00o00O0

ANOTHER SPECIALITY FROM TOMMY GE
Our good friend and fhalsl cve nphie cotse rtehT odoimy o
great niece in about®&lBI5Ta agr piHod di@n K
Hunt er ) who has HP -dlaiurgkhd ,e r b eif n gRatyh eC aaqirl
generations of Paviors of both sites.

The drcaewienbgr ates the successful Geé& pi
father (also ThomashGe@e wafsol owhit eld tome Rma
Green district of Nottingham. Most Ol d |
Fi el dst diimstwhi c¢c hs oo uprrscbubddl @ aseqluent |y it
which many meimbeus wlkder extremely familia
drawing in these pages because the vario
so many pleasant memories of the distric

It mageckssary to dig out your magni fy
original I's produced on a sheet of appro
amusing and rewarding experience. We ar
conbuoution
[ I ntelrestwaagneeded to tredulties t iiezeA3anmdd as
professional pl an cofAYy2 nwATs'® rOuirc emebmbte rt h
was hamd and did | Cafoor Poovieh is sy trywitcikie ldg  ih |
Thank-Ed AB!
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19th-century school wins award after revamp

A RESTORATION project on a
19th-century city school has
received a prestigious award
for its sensitive design and
renovation.

The revamp of Forest Fields
Primary School and the grade
two-listed Berridge Centre has
been completed and a com-
memorative plaque installed.

The project, led by Notting-
ham City Council, Wates Con-

struction and architects CP-
MG, has now received the
Valerie Gillespie award from
the Campaign to Protect Rural
England, which recognises the
best community initiative that
enhances the environment.
Sue Hoyland, head teacher
of the Bradgate Road school,
said: “The restoration has
provided us with a building
which both celebrates its past

and fulfils its purpose .as a
school of the 21st century.”
The refurbishment included
restoring the roof, creating 12
classrooms, computer room,
hall and ancillary spaces.
Many of the original features
were retained including
wooden panels complete with
graffiti from the 1940s. The Vic-
torian wall tiles in the hall were
stripped of many layers of

paint and restored to their
former glory.

Fred Cook, chairman of the
Campaign to Protect Rural
England  Nottinghamshire,
said this piece of work was
“extremely commendable”.

He said: “We are delighted to
see restoration that benefits
the people who live in the area
and also prevents unnecessary
building on alternative sites.”
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Nottinghamshire .

Standing up foryour countryside

Valerie Gillespie
Memorial Award

for improving the urban
environment at the Berridge Centre

Presented at Forest Fields
Primary School 2015

This commemorative brass plaque is mounted on the wall in the Forest Fields Primary School&
Reception Office. The office is located in the old school building and is well remembered as the
former Swimming Bath of High Pavement School in the 1930s. Berridge Centre is the latterday

name for the old school building.
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THE CLOCK
Forest Fields School wants to know

During the recent visit to Forest Fields School by Society membetbe@inttiends we
were shown an oldendulum walklock which had been discovered during the refurbishment
worksin the former HP buildingThe schodbs head, Sue Hoyland, said thatvas almost as
old as the building itself andould be restored and renovatédvould then bgut on display
in a prominent psition in what they now catheir Berridge buildingas a link between the
first occupants of the school and those
of thepresent day

This work has now been
completed and the lack proudly
displayed in theschool reception
office (see the previous article}he
maker 6 s nam#larks sf A
Nottingham.

The school is anxious to learn
more about thé old clock and have
asked if the Society members would
be kind enough to look through their
collections of memorabilia to see if
any photographs might show the old
clock in the background. & a tall
order but we know that Old Paviors
always rise to a cliange.

At least one such photo has
been known to exist, Gsports team
with the clock visible behind .it
Unfortunately thidas since been lost.
Anyone with useful information
about the clock should contact the editor who will pass it on the Foréds$ Behool.

SPECIAL NOTICE
To all Paviors of the Gainsford Crescent era

High Pavement Grammar School
Gainsfod Crescent
60th anniversary Reunion Dinner
is being organised for formemembers of the Gainsfof@rescent establishment on
Tuesday August18" 2015
At The Belgrave Rooms, Goldsmith Street, Nottingham NG1 5LB
For further detailgontact the organisemmediately please
John Mason, 51A, Cumbrian Way, Shepshed, Loughborough, LeicdE1
Email:j.mason.144@uwclub.net
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