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Your Committee 

The Committee Members listed below are always delighted to talk to you on 

any matter ï particularly if you have a contribution to make to this publication! 

 

            President: George Taylor Esq 

    [0115 9278474] 

Committee Chair: Ken Kirk 0115 9568650 

Deputy Chairman: John Elliott 0115 9266475 

Secretary: Noel Gubbins 0115 9756998 

Treasurer: Robin Taylor 0115 9609483  

              (robinatnottm@aol.com) 

Registrar/editor: Colin Salsbury 01509 558764 

Archivist: Lance Wright 01636 815675 

Committee Members:  

Barry Davys 0115 9260092 

Tony Humphreys 0115 9284577 

Marcus Pegg 0115 9216548 

John E Mason 01509 768578 

 

Copy for The Pavior may be sent to 

Colin Salsbury Colin.Salsbury@outlook.com 

       (Please note new email address) 

116 Leicester Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 2AQ 

The HP Society website address is: www.highpavementsociety.org.uk 

 

Faces to Remember 

John Geoffrey Graham 
History M aster at High Pavement 

1930-67 

mailto:robinatnottm@aol.com
mailto:Colin.Salsbury@outlook.com
http://www.highpavementsociety.org.uk/
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COMMITTEE -MENôS COLUMN 

[The Comment Column, originally written by our founder and former President, the late 

Arnold Brown, has a new title. More recently it has been penned by members of the Societyôs 

committee who have provided contributions of a more general nature, hence the change. Your 

Editor is once more your scribe though the other colleagues  will contribute from time to time.]  

You donôt deserve good school buildings 

The renovation at great expense of the old Stanley Road building has been necessary to 

accommodate the ever expanding community of our friends at Forest Fields Primary School 

and has been extensively reported in these pages. Those of us who used the buildings in the 

1930s and 1940s well remember just how inadequate they had become for the burgeoning 

grammar school of those days. The buildings were bursting at the seams, with every square 

foot put to use for a population of 850 boys and their mentors in structures originally built for 

half that number. Wooden huts had been erected in the crowded site to extend classroom 

accommodation and eventually a pre-fabricated laboratory was added. 

 The whole premises were careworn (remember those steps and the hall floor?) and much 

of the furniture needed replacement although the school workshops performed sterling work 

repairing the ravages of time and vigorous usage. Toilet accommodation was abysmal. 

 GJR Potter, the Head, had been campaigning for improvement almost since he came to 

the school and had received encouragement when the Board of Educationôs inspectors had 

passed adverse comment on the state of the school buildings. Alas his pleas were falling upon 

deaf ears and Henry Whipple the Director of Education (no less) speaking in jest at the prize 

giving in 1936 said the school óhad not received its new buildings because it hadnôt asked for 

themô.  

The editor of The Pavior (who he?) responded thus: Now, really, Mr Whipple, this will 

not do. If the school has remained silent, it is because walls have mouths and stones speak 

with tongues. What need should there be of speech when that monument of brick with its 

satellite huts in Stanley Road bears such eloquent witness? Strong stuff indeed! However, the 

head always had to take note of his employersô position and so he said the delay was possibly 

ónobodyôs faultô. Maybe the new buildings were ójust around the cornerô. 

Alas, in the Pavior for March 1937 Mr Potter ventured to remark in his column, almost 

in despair: For at least sixteen years the question of a new building for this school has been 

under discussion, yet nothing has been done, in spite of pressure from the Board of Education 

(now the Department of Education). Why? For one reason, because in this City there is very 

little enthusiasm for Secondary (i.e. grammar school level) education. Among the parents, old 

boys and a few others who know what a difference it makes to a boyôs equipment for life and 

his material prospects, yes; beyond that, nothing at all. 

Then came the war years when development stopped but afterwards not much had 

changed. Finally Mr Potter, at the last Speech Day before his departure in 1947 to pastures 

new, let rip at the local councilôs neglect of our school and publicly voiced the bitter 

frustrations he had experience over the years. 

óHeadmaster lashes council!ô was the headline next day in the Nottingham Journal. But 

it was water off a duckôs back to the Chairman of the Education Committee, Walter Halls. 

Although he was present he pretended that he hadnôt heard the criticisms.  

It took another eight years before the new school at Bestwood was ready for occupation 

by the óCinderella of Education in Nottinghamô.  A sorry tale, indeed.                                   CS 
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PETER WARD 

We regret to announce the death of our member Peter Ward (1942-47) who died on February 

14th 2015. We send our sincere condolences to his family in their loss. 

 

 

ooOoo 

 

A LOOK BACK TO THE 1950s  

(Two excerpts from the pages of the Pavior Magazine ïMay 1959) 

The Old Paviors - Old Manning (London) Society 

This august body was apparently in tenuous existence in the 1950s and struggled to 

bring together the various old pupils of HP and the Manning School who had proceeded to 

careers or other activities which took them to the London area. There had always been a fatal 

attraction displayed between the two school communities in Nottingham and when Harry 

Davies became head at HP he sought to regularise and encourage suitable liaison between 

them. His Joint Sixth Form Society thrived from the word ógoô. It seems that the above society 

sought to continue this tradition among former pupils living and working in the London area, 

although the catchment was much wider.  

Unfortunately the article carries no mention of the names and fortunes of any Manning 

Old Girls but a list was given of former High Pavement pupils óin and about Londonô. The list 

also included two former members of staff of High Pavement during the 1940s who had moved 

to posts as headmasters of their own schools in or near London.  

They were Mr WE Morris and Mr L Dawson, both chemistry teachers as it happens. Mr 

Dawson (óLô stood for Les[lie] Dawson ï really!) became head of Hawes Down School in 

West Wickham, Kent and Bill Morris was head of the John Cornwell1 School in Manor Park, 

East London. 

Many names on the long list were studying at institutions of London University or at 

London teaching hospitals. One person however, Robin Barberðon leave from Sandhurst, is 

reported to be seen ópropped up by various parts of London after recovering from a spot of 

bother with a parachute jump!ô 

The Dog and Bear Boat Club 

On the same page as the report from the HP-Manning group, mentioned above, is a 

further report, also bearing the same contact address in London, concerned with the sport of 

rowing. (The club title was obliquely described as relating to the Nottingham pub of that name, 

now Whittards coffee emporium. The connection is not explained except to recognise its 

popularity with the Old Paviors Rugby Club.) A list follows of some thirteen rowers, together 

with their rowing clubs and events, who had followed the sport with enthusiasm. 

The declared aim of the Club was to óco-ordinate future activities of Old Paviors crews 

throughout the countryô (my italics ïEd.). The idea was apparently to form an Old Paviors 

Rowing Club which could offer facilities for crews to row under the O.P. colours. 

Is anyone among our readership able to recall either of these bodies and tell us what 

happened to them? 

                                                 
1 óJackô Cornwell was a naval hero who died from wounds sustained in the Battle of Jutland when only 16. He was awarded a 

posthumous VC. He came from East London where his memory is much celebrated and the school (which he attended) was later 

named after him. They obviously knew how to pick a good headmaster. 
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FROM OUR READERS 

FROM TONY HUSBANDS 

Paviors Get Everywhere 

I have been tempted to write this short account of meeting a fellow Old Pavior under 

somewhat unusual circumstances. At the time I was working for a scientific instrument 

company in Cambridge which had a thriving export business. I was employed as an 

applications chemist which involved me with all aspects of working with modern analytical 

instruments. The position also included some overseas travel in support of the export 

department. I should perhaps add that the meeting happened many years ago at the height of 

the Cold War. 

We used to organize ówhistle stopô sales tours throughout eastern and central Europe. 

These trips typically started in late August and carried on until December and covered most of 

the nearest Iron Curtain countries including Poland. Unfortunately on this occasion I had 

drawn the short straw and as a result I had to carry out the final leg of the journey which 

included travelling to Warsaw, Gdansk and Szczecin. I said that I had drawn the short straw 

because by now the date was late November, possibly early December, and in the middle of a 

Polish winter. The temperature was down 

to minus 10°C with a strong wind as well 

as considerable amounts of snow. In 

summary therefore this took place at a time 

of year and in an era where tourism was 

virtually unknown. It is certainly true to say 

you didnôt travel to the Baltic Sea in winter 

unless you had to.  

We were eating our dinner in a 

restaurant in (if my fading memory serves 

me correctly) Gdansk, but it could have 

been in Gdynia. The weather outside was 

very cold and snowy and we thought that 

we were probably the only English people for many miles. Imagine our surprise when the head 

waiter approached us and said that there were a number of English people wishing to eat in 

the restaurant and would we mind if they joined us. We were of course delighted to welcome 

them.  

I started talking to the person opposite only to find out he came from Nottingham. It 

transpired that he lived in an area of Nottingham that was not far from High Pavement. Further 

conversation revealed that we had been at High Pavement at the same time. He apparently 

worked for a company that was involved in hosiery machinery. They were obviously another 

organisation that also sold goods behind the Iron Curtain.  

Unfortunately I cannot remember the name of this man but if perchance he reads this 

article all I can say that it was great to meet a fellow Pavior in such unusual circumstances.  

My interest in analytical chemistry could probably be traced back to chemistry lessons 

from Mr Crossland (i.e. óCrocô) leading indirectly to my travelling extensively behind both the 

Iron and Bamboo Curtains during this period of my life.  

(My son became convinced that I was a spy in disguise!)               

                                                                                                              Tony Husbands 

 

Woodthorpe relay team 

Gdansk in winter 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.1st-art-gallery.com/Willibald-Werner/Mariacka-Street,-Gdansk-In-Winter,-C.1920.html&ei=CE9QVcPxGsirU7fegLgP&bvm=bv.92885102,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGkWiGkqenzB122crEoHHak7rj46g&ust=1431412845461171
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FROM BARRIE STARBUCK  

 

As a relatively new member I have spent some time trying to measure the wavelength 

of The Pavior in order to offer a contribution. Names and nostalgia are clearly central and I 

realised that for a rather unusual reason, I may have retained an above-average number of 

names of contemporaries, which I should perhaps feed into the system.  

I left Stanley Road in 1950, a comparative unknown, and so I remained throughout a far 

from illustrious industrial career. My greatest educational achievement was as a long-term 

Register Monitor - much less messy than milk and blackboard - of the General stream during 

1945-50, and I was still able to recite the entire class register well into my sixties.  

I will now reattempt this party-piece as an octogenarian, and perhaps elicit a few 

questions and responses from fellow readers.  I fear that the list is no longer complete, and 

might even have become interbred with the guard detail of a certain unit outside Ismailia in 

1955!  

Benson, Boot, Botham, Brearley, Brown, Byrne, Culley, Davies, Deacon, Disney, 

Dobson, Farrell, Fletcher, Freeman, Gooch, Grace, Mclean, Parr, Roweth,  Spencer, Starbuck, 

Temple, Wagg, Waplington.  

Other names I recall from the same 1945 intake, who may also be part of this register, 

were Geoffrey Wood, Phillip Claxton, Raymond Nutt, the Rattenbury twins, and Mick 

Husbands, but they could well have been science or classics wallahs, to whom we occasionally 

spoke.                   Barrie Starbuck 

 

ooOoo 

 

ANOTHER SPECIALITY FROM TOMMY GEE 

Our good friend and fellow member Tommy Gee has sent us this picture composed by his 

great niece in about 1995 as a present for Tommyôs Birthday. The artist is Fleur Holden (n®e 

Hunter) who has HP links, being the grand-daughter of Ray Caulton, well known to 

generations of Paviors of both sites.  

The drawing celebrates the successful Gee pork butchers business run by Tommyôs 

father (also Thomas Gee) for which the main shop was located on Radford Road in the Hyson 

Green district of Nottingham. Most Old Paviors will know that this was next to the Forest 

Fields district in which our old school so proudly stood. Consequently it would be an area with 

which many of our older members were extremely familiar. We have seen fit to reproduce the 

drawing in these pages because the various lists of names around the different parts can evoke 

so many pleasant memories of the district that once existed in the old Hyson Green. 

It may be necessary to dig out your magnifying glasses to read some of the stuff (the 

original is produced on a sheet of approximately A3 size) but some of us have found it both an 

amusing and rewarding experience. We are very grateful to Tommy for his unusual 

contribution. 

[Interestingly, we needed to reduce the A3 drawing to this size and sought the help of a 

professional plan copying service but they asked Ã12 plus VAT! Our member Alan Bullimore 

was on hand and did it for nothing with a Canon Powershot, held in his rock-steady hands. 

Thanks AB!-Ed] 

 

 



7 

 

Tommy Geeôs Hyson Green Pig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

A REAL WINNER! 

 

[We were very interested in this press cutting which is reproduced by courtesy of 

 the Nottingham Evening Post for April 20th 2015, sent in by our member Graham Wybrow] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This commemorative brass plaque is mounted on the wall in the Forest Fields Primary Schoolôs 
Reception Office. The office is located in the old school building and is well remembered as the 
former Swimming Bath of High Pavement School in the 1930s.  Berridge Centre is the latterday 
name for the old school building. 
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THE CLOCK  

Forest Fields School wants to know 

During the recent visit to Forest Fields School by Society members and their friends we 

were shown an old pendulum wall clock which had been discovered during the refurbishment 

works in the former HP building. The schoolôs head, Sue Hoyland, said that it was almost as 

old as the building itself and would be restored and renovated. It would then be put on display 

in a prominent position in what they now call their Berridge building, as a link between the 

first occupants of the school and those 

of the present day. 

This work has now been 

completed and the clock proudly 

displayed in the school reception 

office (see the previous article). The 

makerôs name is Arth. E. Marks of 

Nottingham. 

The school is anxious to learn 

more about their old clock and have 

asked if the Society members would 

be kind enough to look through their 

collections of memorabilia to see if 

any photographs might show the old 

clock in the background. Itôs a tall 

order but we know that Old Paviors 

always rise to a challenge.  

At least one such photo has 

been known to exist, of a sports team 

with the clock visible behind it. 

Unfortunately this has since been lost. 

Anyone with useful information 

about the clock should contact the editor who will pass it on the Forest Fields School. 

 

 
SPECIAL NOTICE  

To all Paviors of the Gainsford Crescent era 

High Pavement Grammar School 

Gainsford Crescent 

60th anniversary Reunion Dinner 

 is being organised for former members of the Gainsford Crescent establishment on  

Tuesday August 18th 2015    

At The Belgrave Rooms, Goldsmith Street, Nottingham NG1 5LB 

For further details contact the organiser immediately please:  

John Mason, 51A, Cumbrian Way, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics.  LE1 

Email: j.mason.144@uwclub.net   
 

 

mailto:j.mason.144@vwclub.net

